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A PLAIN PROPOSITION.

If a merchant sells a Diamond,
Watch of Jewelery for $120 which
costs hum §$100 he don't make & cent
because, rent, interest on capital in.
vested, salaries, out.of-date stock, etc.,
ete., consumes this 20 per cent. There.
fore, to live and sccumulate wealth,
he must add 30 to 40 per cent, to the
nrst cost of the goods he sells.

Having disposed of my store 1 now
act slmply in the capacity of your
Purchasing Agent., giving you the
benefit of my 40 years’' experience aud

. positively saving you the 20 per ceut,
it costs a merchant to do Lusinuss,
Wken 1 receive your order for Dia
monds, Watches, or any other goods
in the Jewelry line, 1 select from all
the biggest stocks in Chicago, pay
cash, get all special discounts, and
usually ship goods same day. This

in undersell all merchants
yot make usual profit
and Fresthought

Send for prices

itie tract, “Theism In

OTTO WETTSTEIN,
\ LaGrange, Cook Co., Il

My new ' pamphiet “Marriage and
Divorce” will come from press Decem-
beor 12th. All orders for same prompt.
ly filled after that date. Price 25 cts.
a copy; 5 coples for $1.00.. Send all
orders tu JOSEPHINE K. HENWY,
Versallles, Kentucky.

My new pamphlet “Marriage and
Divorce” will come from press Decem.
bebr 12tn, All orders for s7me promnt.
Iy filled after that date.. Price 25 cts.
a copy; 5 coples for $1.00.. Send all
orders to JOSEPHINE K. HENRY,
Versailles, Kentucky.

ATTENTION CONSUMPTIVES!
I kill and clean the lungs of all Con-
- sumption germs in from two to three
ﬂlll. No dope.
MRS. C. KELSEY,
Belleview, Fla.
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Of course 1 have no assurance that
I will ever recaver from this attack
but I think I have lately been closer
down to death than I now am.

There 1s, among Christians, a com-
mon idea that those who are nearly
dead can get, beyond death, -some
g.impse of their eternal destiny. The
idea never seemed reasonable to me,
but in my most dangeroug hours I
thought of it, and had no such expef.
fence as the Christians claim {s true
of good and bad, and. it still seems to
me that the material if every human
body has existed from all aternity and
will exist to all eternity, while the
individuality of each human Is de-
stroyed by death, but, of course, I
don’t know and as I get older—now in
my 69th year—I grow more inclined
to call myself am agnostic, and on
such points, less Inclined to dogma-
tize.

Every man should try to live so that
he would be ready to die any day but
death, even to the best prepared man,
is too serious a thing to be spoken
of lightly or flippantly and we should
never do it.

Some things are mﬂwy happy
and some essentially sad and death,
except in rare Instances, belongs to
the latter. I wish you all a happy
New Year.

DR. FOOTE'S.

—

Larchmont Residence Burned.

———

Dr. E. B. Foote's Larchmont resi-

ARUBLISHED WEEKLY. ONE DOL
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is confined to hls room,
‘most of the time from the break-
down incident to age, writing me, says

t he stood the excitement better
'/ than he would have thought, and that |

he is now domiciled at his New York

Lexington Avenue. -——J

s> i OR ALL

THE ARMY POSTS.
/1ed in the Bill Prepared by Con-
gressman Dawes, of Ohio—
Washington Notes.

Washington, December 80.—Con-
ressman B. G. Dawes, of Marletta,
Jhio, will introduce an important bill
when Congress reassembles next
week. It provides Tor the appropria-
tion of $200,000 for the repair and
constructjon of chapels at permanent
army posts, and of this sum not more
than $20,000 shall be expended at any
one stafion. Representative Dawes
thinks the Government could well af-
ford to spend a small sum for new
chapels at posts where there are none,
and improve those already establish-
ed. His bill will be referred to the
Committee on Military Affairs, of
which he is a member..

ment—It will be noticed that| ‘"

the e bill is in direct opposition
to that to be introduced by Congress-
man Kitchen of North Carolina, and
which was discussed In this paper
last week. This attempt to build
chapels at army posts is an outgrowth
and extens.on of the building of
a Catholic church on the West Point
Reservation, some years ago. One
potnt gained leads to another, and
gradual.y, the church is insinuating it-

vko fears openly to practice what h
preaches, than a bigoted Christian,
who is out and out with his supersti-
tion. 3

My friend, the Ohio Congressman
told me that a cancus was held, and
a fixed determination arrived at to de-
feat the bill. In the meantime every
member of the committee received
notices from the Catholic bishops of
their district that chey must sustain
the bill, or the church would attend to
their next nominations and elections,
Another cancus was held, and it was
agreed that they would stand pat;
but when it came to the scratch, every
one of them, excepting my friend,
back-tracked and the bill went
through. This is the way they do it.
They work for what they get, and
Freethinkers do nothing. There is no
union or sentiment back of them.

If we would back up Congressman
Kitchen, as church elements back
their, representatives, we might possi-
bly ge his bill through. The time
to fight this conspiracy of union of
church and state is when we have a
champion like Congressman Kitchen
to lead us. They don’t appear every
day.—J. B. W,

THE CULTURIST.

After reading Dr. Wilson's review
of the Culturist, ¥ auxiously awaited
its arrival. It came, it conquered!
In giving a list of the splendid articles
constituting the first New Year issue,
the Doctor could only hint at the
wealth of Wisdom, contained In its
pages. Truly the Culturist is a publi-
cation with a purpose or as Editor
Hurt puts it, “A magazine with a
motive.” In a word its mission is to
educate the masses and a knowledge
of the manner in what the Editor be-
gins the task, can best be gained by
a careful persual of its pages.

Listen to his assurance of adherence
to & principle: “I will not be daunted
by the disp’easure of any. I shall
write always as I uunk and Teel, in-
different alike to censure and to
praise. I shall say that which is in me.
No motive of policy or consideration
of commercialism shall influence my
w.n

I believe that reformers can safe-
1y trust in the leadership of Walter
Hurt as Editor of the Culturist. He is
a young man and should have many
years for active work. We all acknowl-
edge his ability, let us go further and
support the enterprise in which he
has embarked by sending our sub.
seriptions for his splendid publication.
—HARRIET M. CLOSZ.
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| sh'p of Mammon. But the remedy he

uo FEAR
~OF HELL

Has This Generation, and We Wor
ship Mammon, Says
Schurman.

P\~ sident Jaeob Gould Schurman,
rnell University, delivered a r-‘
able address on the universal |

for wealth to-night before the |
unidp meeting of the Associated Aca-
d

York.

of

: Principals of the State of New |
He said:
a visitor from Mars alighted on
continent he would hear the pul-
rociaim “Glorify God;’' but he
"93 find it the general practice to
4 fy Gold.
“Are we then in this twentieth cen-
turyo}t)o revert to the barbarous wor-

our’
pit

shipjof Mammon? Are Americans to
renoince their Christian heritage;
are fhey to repudiate the Hebrew law
of righteousness, are they to disclaim
the Hellenic call to reason and beau-
ty, afe they to spurn the dignity and
ory“ of mankind in order to concen-|
te! all their energies on the grati-
ficatipn of acquisitive instincts which

we sess in common with the brutes,
and §hich, when exclusively follow-
ed add satisfled, only eave us more
compiacently and more hopelessly

?

"ﬁe universal passion of money
and whatever money buys is an alarm-
ing pﬁanomeaon It has been nourish-
ed b:t the colossal material prosperity
age. It has allied itself with
the ambition of American youth to
succeed in the world. We should
naturglly expect that it would have

decline of dogmatic faith, ana
g back on institutions and organ-
fw, has itself been too often

m endure for a season, but
usionment is certaln.

“The vice—the natural and almost
inevitable vice—of a generation which
makes money the chief end of life
is dishonesty and ‘graft.’ The cardinal
max.m of such an age is ‘Put money
in thy pumge.’ And whether the money
be tkine or thy neighbors is a matter
of little moment. That is to say, life
being emptied of all moral and spirit-
val sigmificance, and money being ex-
alted as the ch.ef good, the man who
gets most money uas not only achiev-
ed the greatest success, but best ful-
filled the recognized end of existence.

“It is a generation which has no
fear of God before its eyes; it fears no
hell; it fears nothing but the Criminal
Court, the penitentiary and the scaf-
fold. To escape these ugly avengers
of civil soclety is its only categorical
imperative, the only law with which
its Sinal thunders.

“To get there and not get caught
is its only Golden Rule. To ‘get rich
quick’ the financiers of this age will
rob the widow and the orphan, grind
the faces of the poor, speculate in
trust funds, and purchase immunity
by using other people’s money th
bribe legislators, Judges and Magis-
trates.

“And then we hear the praises of
the poor boys who have become mil-
lionaires; O God! send us men of hon-
or and integrity!"

Comment—When a president of a
great university thus ea.presses him-
self on a great social problem, he
receives attention in all the papers,
and his remarks are noted and
weighed. The above statement from
President Schurman s a remarkable
instance of how the idea of hell may
become implanted in the infant brain,
and sway a scholarly and brainy man
all his after days.

The main points at issue in Presi-
dent Schurman’s statement on the
worship of Mammon are timely, true,
and wellsaid. He is observing and
liberal emough to admit that the
church is equally guilty in the wor-

thinks, is8 a turn to the “Hebrew law
of Righteousness,” and ‘“the fear of
Hell.”

What asses educated and smart
people so freqhently make of them-
‘lves.

There should always be a wide dis-
tinction between what a nation pro-
fesses, and how it acts. What was in
reality, the “Hebrew law of Right-
eousness?” Why, to rob, plunder, kill,
and keep all they could get. I never
had any sympathy for the Hebrews in

robbers.

Egyptian bondage. As soon as they
| got out, they treated others even as
badly. The seizure of property was
their first aim. The first thing they
did, was to kill all the Amalekites who
sympathized with them, and who fed
them when starving, kill men, wo-
men and children, and keep their vir-
gins and property. All down through
their history they were all for self—
and toward others; murderers and

Is it possible this Infidel, materialis-
tic age is no better than Jewish ecivil-
ization? Do we really want to return
to the “Jewish laws of Righteousness”
(M) (D (D)

In the last issue of this paper, I
gave statistics showing that out of
donations for the past year of $66,000,
000, the church only got $4,6500,000.
We niay now expect a big outery from
the clergy on the sway of Mammon.
If the church had gotten most of this,
Mammon would be one of the best of
all the Josh’s.

And do we want to return to “The
Fear of Hell?” There never was &
time in the history of the world when
there was as little féar of hell as to-
day.

The exact relation of Hell to Pros-
perity and Progress, may be arrived
at by comparing the civilization of
this age which entertains the least
fear of Hell, with those ages which en-
tertained the most fear of Hell.

If the fear of Hell is a good thing
at all, then the more hell we have,
the better we are off.

Compare the United States (short
on Hell) to the Dark Ages (long on
Hell). Compare the materialism of
England, France and Germany with
the clvilizations of those countries
which have clung the longest to Hell
—Russia, Italy and Spain. They not
uut only eling to it, but raise it there.
It is a pity that educators of the

if two enemies get to understand each
other.

L am an older man than Brother
Hurt, and I believe to0 be my friend
and ! love him and will tell plainly,
what [ think about The Culturist, be-
cause I am his friend.

The tone of the Culturist is very
high. I did not find in it a single
word, except in one article about the
Negroes, to which any moralist ought
to object. Race prejudice is natural,
but the humanitarian and philosopher
must overcome that, and say, like
Pa.ne, "humanity are my brethren.”
Some of his words are hard and un-
gind to the poor black man.

if the Negro had forced h.mself
foreigners have done, the case would
have bgen quite different, but the
white man stole him from his own
country, doomed him to the hardest
slavery and cruelty here, and made it
unlawful to educate him, even to the
extent of reading and writing, de-
baunched their and in many
ways, set them bad examples and it
seems to me that now it is the climax
of injustice to despise the Negro
s lmperfections and that. on
other hand, the Negro race should
the object of the deepest s; athy -
of every truly philanthropic white
man and white woman.

Among the advertisements, there is
one to which I most seriously object.
it is that of Lucifer, the freeiove and
anarch.stic paper. No man ought to
encourage in another that which he
would not be willing to do himself,
and Brother Hurt, ought not to assist
Lucifer, unless he is_willing, person-
ally to proclaim himself a freelover
and anarchist.

I have most cheerfully granted to
the Culturist the unlimited use of the
Blade for the advertisement of the
Cuiturist, but I don’t see how
1 can, consistently continue to support

prominence of President Schurman,
wen of great capacity in many

such silly declaration—J. B. W, i
- J 3
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THE CULTURIST. f

I have received the first luu of
“The Culturist, published at 414 Home
street, Cincinnati, Ohlo, asking me to
put it on my exchange list, which I
shall certainly take great pleasure in
doing—monthly $1.00 a year, single
copies 10 cents. I am not - strong
enough to read it all, but I have got-
ten the cream of it and especially the
prose articles, by the editor and a long
article by Dr. Wilson. It is wainiy
written by its editor, Walter Hurt, in
prose and poetry. It contains 21
pretty large pages of reading matter,
in fine print, and two pages of adver-
tisements, making in reading matter,
as .much as any three or four Infidel
magazines in America. It is all got-
ten up in fine style, and it will be very
hard to maintain such & publication.

When Brother Hurt published the
“Gatling Gun,” in Cleveland, he and
I had frequent spats at each other,
but, a few months ago, he wrote me a
very kind letter in which he indicated
to me that the Curturist would please
me, and I have just gotten another let-
ter from him that is full of broherly
kindness. In one article in the Cul-
tur'st, he has made errors and he
hopes to improve In the future. It
takes a man to say that. I have made
errors until their name is legion, some
through mistake, some purposely, and
some a combination of the two, but
[ hepe to improve and largely to elim-
inate all unkindness from my ecriti-
cism of any body, because I have
found out that if we hear the side of
the man that we think is our ememy
he will generally appear to be as nur
right as we are.

I had among my neighbors, one
Presbyterian man that I felt had done
me such injustice, and damage, that
I could never forgive him. He is
a director in a Lexington bank, and
one of the board of our State College
in Lexington, and I suppose was select-
ed for each place because he is an ex-
ceedingly shrewd business man. He
has been sending me word, for some
weeks, that he was coming to see me,
and I have sent him word that I want-
ed to 'vee him, yesterday he came to
see me, and made a long call, Neither
of us made any allusion to religion,
nor to the unpleasantness that had oc-
curred between us, our talk being
purely social. When his call was
over, we parted the best of friends,
and I now believe he is just as honest
and good as I am, and I belleve that
‘will be the case nine times out of ten,

-

the Culturist so long as it supports an-

guished moralist, Christian or Infidel,
of ancient or modern times.

Another objection, I have to the
Cultur.st is simply a ma of style.
It is one of the many es In
life that the largest ldeas are best
conveyed by the smallest words and
yet Brother Hurt's writing is filled
with long, hard words among which
are many that I do not remember
ever to have seen before and the
meanings of which I do not know,
while'I am too weak to handle a big
dict.onary to find out.

If Brother Hurt's purpose were sim-
ply to make a display of his knowl-
edge of the English language, as
seems (o have been Brann’s purpose,
in his “Iconoclast,” this would be all
right, but Hurt claims a higher pur-
pose than that, and Brann died a vio-
lent death and, as it seems to me,
without having made the world any
better.

Even Dr. Wilson, in his long article
in the Culturist, seems to try to con-
form to the stilted style of that publi-
calon, and loses all of that crispness
that distinguishes him in the Blade.
The Doctor requires a good deal of
space to express himself, but in the
Culturist, he seems to have had more
space than he needed, and he writes
like he had a contract to fill so many
columns rather than to give us his
ideas tersely.

I would recommend to Brother Hurt
less metaphysical philosophy and ab-.
strusity and more plain talk about
how to be good and happy.

T

TO THE READERS OF THE BLADE

My new pamphlet, “Marriage and
Divorce,” is now from the press, and
all advance orders have been filled. All
ordess fiom this date will be prompt-
ly filled by return mail. Orders have
been received for this pamphlet from
twenty-three states, Marriage and Di-
vorce are live questions in all locall-
ties, and this is an upto-date discus-
sion of this subject.

If any persons who have ordered
this pamphlet have not received it,
please drop me a postal and I will*
rectify any mistakes.

Send in your orders for “Marriage
and Diveorce,” 25 cents for one copy,
5 copies for $1.00. Send all orders
to JOSEPHINE K. HENRY, Ver-
sailles, Ky.

Send in your subscription to the
Blade and help us start the New
Year by paying our paper bill.
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